THE  HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

his ears, and an insane person constantly hears sounds
which never occur. Perhaps, then, disease of mind or ear,
or some strong emotion, may be the cause of a large number
of spiritual phenomena.

These words were spoken after the professor had
served on the Commission for more than twelve
months.

Mr. Hazard also quotes Dr. George A, Koenig's
views, published in the Philadelphia Press., about a
year after his appointment on the Commission:

I must frankly admit that I am prepared to deny the
truth of Spiritualism as it is now popularly understood.
It is my belief that all of the so-called mediums are humbugs -
without exception. I have never seen Slade perform any
of his tricks, but, from the published descriptions, I have
set him down as an impostor, the cleverest one of the lot.
I do not think the Commission view with much favour
the examination of so-called spirit mediums. The wisest
men are apt to be deceived. One man in an hour can invent
more tricks than a wise man can solve in a year.

Mr. Hazard learned from what he considered
to be a reliable source, that Professor Robert E.
Thompson was responsible for this view which
appeared in Penn's Monthly of February, 1880.

Even if Spiritualism be all that its champions claim
for it, it has no importance for anyone who holds a Christian
faith. . . . The consideration and discussion of the sub-
ject is tampering with notions and condescending to dis-
cussions with which no Christian believer has any business.

We have in these expressions of opinion a means of
judging how unsuited these members of the Com-
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